132              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
Treatment
The first step is to remove the affected animals to dry and clean quarters. This would apply to the balance of the herd also, to prevent other animals from becoming infected. In treating an infected foot, clean the skin between the toes. Wash the foot thoroughly with hot water and soap and scrape away all the loose diseased tissue. If the infection has reached the under side of the wall of the hoof or has broken out above the hoof wall, it will be best to call a veterinarian to operate on the foot. If taken early, simple home treatment often brings about a cure. Clean the foot as directed. In some instances it may be necessary to throw the animal in order to do the work properly. After the dead infected tissue is removed, the affected part may be bathed with an antiseptic solution. Pure creolin may be used if it is applied with a cotton swab and care taken not to touch the healthy parts of the hoof. Tie a piece of cotton to the end of a small stick and dip it into the creolin. Apply this carefully to the diseased part of the toes. If the pus has burrowed deeply into the hoof, hydrogen peroxide should be poured into the wound. This will boil out the dirt and pus. The important part of the treatment is the careful scraping away of all the diseased tissue. Sometimes portions of the horny wall of the hoof must be cut away to reach the bottom of an abscess. All the dead tissue must be removed before complete healing will take place.
The usual routine treatment is to begin early, remove the animal to a clean place, scrape away the abscessed tissue, apply the undiluted creolin or other good dip, and smear some pine tar over the affected part. It is often good practice to pack some oakum over the pine tar and cover the foot with a bandage made from a bran sack. Stable the animal in a clean dry place until complete recovery takes place.
If the season is wet and the animals stand in damp places, examine the feet at intervals so that the trouble may be